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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable CORY
A. BOOKER, a Senator from the State of
New Jersey.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

God of grace and glory, descend upon
us today. Make Capitol Hill a place
that honors Your Name, as our law-
makers depend on Your might and
power to keep America strong. Lord,
help our Senators to remember that
laudable progress comes not by might
nor power but through Your Spirit.
Give them the wisdom to seek Your
guidance for every critical decision, as
You infuse them with the courage to
obey Your commands. As they seek to
do what is best for America, be for
them a shield and sure defense. May
they ask the right questions as they
labor to keep liberty’s lamp burning
brightly.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 20, 2014.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable CORY A. BOOKER, a

Senate

Senator from the State of New Jersey, to
perform the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. BOOKER thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

JUSTICE AND MENTAL HEALTH
COLLABORATION ACT OF 2013—
MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move
to proceed to Calendar No. 92, S. 162,
which is the Franken Mentally I11 Of-
fender Treatment and Crime Reduction
Act.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 92, S.
162, a bill to reauthorize and improve the
Mentally Ill Offender Treatment and Crime
Reduction Act of 2004.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, if any, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business until
5:30 p.m. The time from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30
p.m. will be equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or
their designees. The Senate will recess
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. to allow for
the weekly caucus meetings. At 5:30
p.m. there will be at least two rollcall
votes: confirmation of the Costa nomi-
nation to be a U.S. circuit judge and a
cloture vote on the Fischer nomination
to be a member of the Federal Reserve
Board of Governors.

BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION ANNIVERSARY

Mr. President, we hear a lot—and
have for many years—about the Brown
v. Board of Education case, but what
was that all about? Well, it was about

a dad and a mom who decided they
could no longer just go along; they had
to try to do something to take care of
their little 7-year-old girl Linda. In the
1950s this family lived in Topeka, KS,
and the State was racially segregated.
Little Black boys and girls went one
place to school; little White boys and
girls went someplace else. But it was
clear where the little Black boys and
girls went to school the schools were
not very good; where the little White
boys and girls went the schools were
pretty good—certainly better than
where the Black boys and girls went.

But a courageous father named Oli-
ver Brown was determined to give his
little third grader Linda a fair shot at
a good education. These were long odds
he took. Mr. Brown tried unsuccess-
fully to enroll his daughter Linda in
the neighborhood all-White elementary
school, the school that was close by.
But the doors of that school were shut
to little Linda because she was an Afri-
can American—because of the color of
her skin. It had nothing to do with her
intellect; it had everything to do with
the color of her skin.

She was forced to walk—a little 7-
year-old girl, a third grader—seven or
eight blocks to a bus stop where she
waited for a bus to take her to an all-
Black elementary school some distance
away.

Rather than accept the status quo,
the Browns—and they got some other
neighbors to join them—brought a civil
case against the Topeka school board
challenging the school district’s seg-
regation policy.

This case took a long time to work
up to the U.S. Supreme Court, but it
got there. This case is now commonly
known as Brown v. Board of Education.
As I said, it was eventually argued be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court.

The plaintiffs were represented by
the NAACP and a young lawyer by the
name of Thurgood Marshall. I just fin-
ished a stunning book about this man.
It is called ‘‘Devil in the Grove,” and
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